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THB TRUSTS OP THE V^LL OF THE LATE CHARLOTTE MASOU 


Copy OPINION of COUNSEL (The Hon. Charles HasBell) 


I haVQ had tha advantage of a full discuasion with Mrs. 
Frenklln on the history and activities of the educational 
ragvemont associated with the name of Charlotte Mason and more 
familiar to the puhlic as the P.N.E.Ut system* 

Initially It was suggested that It TOUld be deairahle that 
the F.U.S* which can he descrlhed as a correspondence school, 
should by some means he separated from the iunbl aside group of 
activities the subject of Miss Mason» s mil, end amalgamated 
with the Incorporated body the P.K.E.D, The reason for such 
suggestion la that a groat deal of office work might be 
avoldedj for the P.N.E.U. being a propaganda centre for tho 
movement, very frequently fin da Itaelf by Its contact vd.th 
the general public el tho r acting as a forwarding agency 
for tha P.U.S. or even duplicating vrark which could bo dene 
directly by the P.U.S. Briefly thereforo the nature of 
the respective activities of the P.U.S# and P.N.B.U# are such 
that it v^)uld be a saving of expense, time and trouble if 
they were more closely associated organically* Th© P,U*S* 
la however one of three iunbl aside activities subject to the 
trusts of Miss Mason* a vdll, and the testatrLx has left her 
property for purposes embracing all three. I find It 
difficult to oonstruo her will as authorising the trustees 
to deal separately with any of the three activitlss e*g. by 
amalgomation of It with on outsldo activity, or transfer 
of It and a proportion of the trust property to a new or 
existing Incorporatod body such aa the PpN.E.Ui It might 
be possible with tho aaalatenoo of the Court, perhaps by way 
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of a schoroai to achieve suoh a feault; but I thlitk that 
aubat anti ally the effoct can legitimately bo produced in 
at age a* 

In the oourao of dlscuailon I made two ^uggeatlona. 
First ! that to an out el dor it would ao^aa ominontly do sir able 
that tho adminiatratlvo dlffloultlea inherent in a trust 
involving (a) trustoos and (bj a council should ho aboil shed 
by the exercise of the power conferred by Clause IS of the 
VlIII to establish a non-profit company to tako over the 
Ambleside activities and the trust estate. !Piie actual 
property would then be vested In the Corporation and 
managed by tho Council, and the trustees would bo "functus 
officio". My second suggestion {again as on outsider) 
was that it was aleo dealrable that tho P.M.S.U. company 
should bo organically linked with the. Amble side activitios* 
In fact that ultimately there should be one non-profit 
Coiporatlon (callod o.g* "the P.N,E-U. Charlotte Mason 
Foundation") directing tho four act! vl ties, visj the 
P.N.SpU,, the Coll ego, the Practising School and tho P,U,3, 
’Hhile I am acutely nwero nowadays of the dangers of over 
centralisation I cannot help feeling that In cases of an 
educational movement such as this, oentrallsod co-ordination 
may at some stage prove of great value* 

I would therefore put forward the follovvlng suggestions/ 
which in my opinion the trustees and councils concerned may 
legitimately adopt If they think fit. 

(1) Foim a non-profit making company limited ly guarantoo 
with objects primarily to acquire and manage the AmblcsldO 
activities and gonorcQ objects for the promotion of P,N.E,U* 
educational principles and educetlon gono rally rather on the 
lines of tho pro sent corporation mQmormdum, 

'Iho Articles of Association would dual with memberahlp. 
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meetings, oomposltlon and eonatltutlon of an Executive 
Council, sub-oonmilttees etc, etc. I hove suggaated a name 
for auch cocipQiijt 

(S) The trustee a to ootwey all the property voated in them 
and the activities as e=tns oonoems to the company, defraying 
the expense of fomatlon of the company end of auch transfers 
out of capital of tho trust estate. The concur ronoe of tho 
Ambi aside Council would be deairablo, but I imagine that 
there would be no difficulty here since prosuiaably the 

present Council would be the first executive council of the 
company , 

So far the steps are plainly -within the powers of the 
trustees snd Council, onoa such a company had taken over tho 
Amble si do activities and properties It would bo legitimate 
snd proper for It to take suitable steps o,g. by delegation 
of management of the P.0.S, to a special committee to 
achieve a measure of amalgamation of the P.U.S. activltioa 
with e.g, tho P,N,3, IJ , It would however I suggest be more 
desirable that the P.N.E.D. should amalgamate vdth the now 
Company, so that the latter would be possessed of four 
activities vtiloh It could manage as it thought fit. Such 
a step would come leter, end as a separate matter entirely. 

This could be achieved I think by a liquidation of tho 

and a transfer of Its assets to the now eompony 
(see Clause 9 of the P.N.B.tF, fflomorandum); the details 

would however require fairly close oonsldoratlon at the 
labor at ago p 

GEABLES HUSaSLL 
LIN00LK»S INN, 

11th Doo^mbesr, 1947* 


